
FREQUENTLY  
ASKED QUESTIONS 

  

THESE ARE SOME OF THE MOST COMMON QUESTIONS PEOPLE HAVE ABOUT 
MAKING A GIFT BY WILL TO THE ARTS CENTRE. 

I KNOW THE ARTS CENTRE WAS BADLY DAMAGED IN THE EARTHQUAKES. WHAT STATE IS IT IN NOW?
All of the 23 buildings were damaged in the quakes, some of them very badly. However from the outset we were 
determined to rebuild and repair this crown jewel of Christchurch, and fantastic progress has been made. To find 
out what has been done you can visit these pages on our website.

You are welcome to contact our Fundraising Manager Susan Henson who can show you what has been done, and 
what remains to be tackled, as well as find out about our exciting plans for the future.  

WHY IS LEAVING A GIFT IN MY WILL SO IMPORTANT TO THE ARTS CENTRE OF CHRISTCHURCH? 
Gifts in wills are an important part of the income of The Arts Centre. Gifts from people like you help fund a number 
of projects and activities, from making sure the buildings are accessible and useable through to helping fund 
exciting arts, educational and cultural programmes. When you leave a gift in  your will, you provide a critical source 
of funding for The Arts Centre to continue its important work, long into the future. You can feel confident your gift 
will be used to enhance the lives of many Cantabrians, other New Zealanders and visitors to Christchurch.

WHAT WILL MY FAMILY GET OUT OF MY INCLUDING THE ARTS CENTRE OF CHRISTCHURCH IN MY WILL?
By including The Arts Centre as well as your family in your will, you will be helping to build a more culturally rich 
community for your own children and grandchildren. They will appreciate this when they go to a show, visit an 
exhibition, take a class or even just have a coffee or a stroll around The Arts Centre in the future. You will have a 
sense of having left a legacy of enduring value to Christchurch and to them. 

WHAT SORT OF GIFT IN A WILL IS MOST USEFUL TO THE ARTS CENTRE OF CHRISTCHURCH?
Every gift in a will, regardless of type or size, is gratefully accepted. If you want to have the greatest impact then all 
or a share of the residue of your estate would probably achieve this, but you have to balance your family’s needs 
with how you want to help us. Your solicitor would be a good person to discuss this with, but If you would like to 
talk to us or have any questions about the type or amount of your gift, or would like to direct the gift towards a 
specific purpose, please feel free to contact The Arts Centre for a confidential discussion. Your gift options are also 
explained in these information sheet.

CAN YOU GUARANTEE YOU WILL NOT SPEND IT ON ADMINISTRATION?
Inevitably there are costs associated with running any enterprise, and they are unavoidable.  Whether any of 
these are met using your gift depends in part on what you want us to use it for. For instance providing exhibitions 
inevitably involves paying someone to set them up. There are ways of protecting the value of your gift and if 
you would like to find out what these are please contact us. Your solicitor will also be able to help you but a 
conversation with The Arts Centre will be a useful first step.
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